CONSTITUTION OF UKRAINE
June 28th, 1996 is the historic date in the life of Ukraine. It is the day when the Constitution of Ukraine - the Fundamental Law - was adopted by the 5th Session of the Supreme Soviet of Ukraine. July 1st, the day when the Constitution was put in force, is considered now the Day of the Constitution of Ukraine.

Since the French Revolution almost all countries (the UK is one exception) have adopted written constitutions. That of the USA (1787) is the oldest. Until June 28th, 1996 the Ukrainian state had lived according to the Constitution of June 20, 1978. On July 1st it lost its validity. The new Constitution determined the fundamental laws of the Ukrainian state, laid down the system of government and defined the relations of the legislature, executive and judiciary to each other and to the citizens.

Being confirmed by the rich history of the Ukrainian governing, the Constitution was adopted on behalf of the whole Ukrainian people, expressing their will and on the basis of the principle of the right of the Ukrainian nation to self-determination according to the Act of Independence of 24th August, 1991.

The main guiding principles of the new Constitution are:

- securing the rights and freedoms of the Ukrainian citizens, providing equality in living conditions;

- promoting development and improvement of the democratic, social and legal state;

- providing concern for common civic peace and universal consent (злагода) on the territory of Ukraine;

- responsibility before God, conscience, past and future generations of the country.

There are fifteen Chapters in the Document. Chapter I of the Constitution is Common Theses. Articles 1 and 2 confirm that Ukraine is a sovereign, independent, democratic, social, legal and unitary state. Article 3 and 4 stress that there is a single citizenship in Ukraine whose citizens, their life and health, honour and self-respect, personal immunity (недоторканість) and security are of the highest social value. Providing human rights and freedoms is the major responsibility of the state. It is said in Article 5 that the only legal bearer of sovereignty and power is Ukrainian people.
