English History

The Roman invasion (AD 43) and occupation of Britain
For nearly four centuries the Romans made southern Britain a part of their empire. Much of the road system has a Roman origin. London, York, Chester, Bath and other important towns are built on Roman foundations. During the Roman occupation local government began, towns grew up along the main roads, and agriculture was developed on large areas.
King Alfred defeats the Danes (AD 878)

When St Augustin arrived in England in AD 597, he brought Christianity and a new way of life. The Church got vast lands and wealth; its cathedrals and abbeys dominated the landscape. The arts flourished, reaching a high point in the 8th century. The invasion of the Danes in the 9th century brought disorder and confusion. Only during the reign of Alfred the Great (871 — 899) settled life could begin again. Alfred established an army and navy, divided the country into shires, and rebuilt the city of London.
The Battle of Hastings (William the Conqueror invades Britain, 1066)

An army of 60,000 men commanded by Duke William of Normandy landed in Sussex in 1066. In the battle of Hastings, Harold, the English King, was killed and William with his people occupied England. Norman French became the language of administration and justice, and had a lasting influence on the development of the English language.
Magna Carta (1215)

In response to the tyranny of King John (1199—1216), the noblemen of England drew up a document designed to limit the powers of the king and guarantee the rights of the people. The king met the barons at Runnymede, near Windsor, and was forced to sign this famous document of personal and political liberty called Magna Carta.
Henry VIII and the foundation of the Church of England (1533)

In 1509 Henry VIII was crowned king. Eighteen years old, he was a keen sportsman and musician, and became the patron of the New Learning, the Renaissance. Henry created a separate Church of England, independent from Rome and proclaimed himself its supreme head.
The Elizabethan Age and Shakespeare

The reign of Elizabeth (1558—1603) was one of the intellectual brilliance and immense commercial prosperity.
William Shakespeare (1564—1616), born in Stratford-upon-Avon, is considered the greatest of the many playwrights of that age.
Declaration of Independence by the Americans (1776)

Britain's attempt to impose taxes on the United States to help finance its European wars led to an 18-year war of independence between England and the United States. As a result, these large and valuable colonies separated from Britain and became an independent nation.
Battle of Waterloo (1815)

At the Battle of Waterloo, fought in June 1815 near Brussels, Napoleon Bonaparte was defeated by Prussian, Belgian, Dutch and British troops, led by the Duke of Wellington and General Blücher. This put an end to Napoleon's military and political career.
Second World War ( 1939—1945)

The memory of the War remains strong in Britain even today. It was time of great national solidarity in the face of threatened invasion that led to the founding of the European Union.
Opening of the Channel Tunnel ( 1994)

The tunnel from England to France allows cars and passengers to cross the Channel in 20 minutes. It is important because it symbolizes the county's increasing links with Continental Europe.

