The Holidays in Britain

There are only six public holidays a year in Great Britain. These are the days on which people need not go to work. They are: Christmas Day, Boxing Day
, Good Friday
, Easter Monday, Spring Bank Holiday
 and Late Summer Bank Holiday. Most of these holidays are of religious origin, though it would be right to say that for the greater part of the population they have lost their religious significance and are the days on which people relax, eat, drink and make merry.

New Year in England is not so widely observed as Christmas. Some people ignore it completely. The most common type of celebrating is a New Year party, either a family party or one arranged by a group of young people. There is a lot of drinking, mainly beer, wine, gin and whisky. There is usually a tasty supper of cold meat, pies, sandwiches, cakes and biscuits. At midnight the wireless (радио) is turned on, so that everyone can hear the chimes (бой) of Big Ben, and on the hour a toast is drunk to the New Year.

Hogmanay Celebration
. Hogmanay is the way of celebrating the New Year Eve, and is the time for merrymaking, giving of presents and the observance of the old custom of First-Footing
.

St.Valentine's Day —  February 14. It is a holiday when boys and girls, sweethearts and lovers, husbands and wives and even the office staff will exchange greeting of affections, undying love or satirical comment. And the quick, slick (искусный), modern way to do it is with a Valentine card:
"I'll be your sweetheart, if you will be mine.
All of my life I'll be your Valentine..."

Pancake Day
. Pancake Day is the popular name for Shrove Tuesday, the day preceding the first day of Lent
. Whatever religious significance Shrove Tuesday may have possessed in the olden days, it certainly has none now. The origin of the festival is rather obscure, as is the origin of the custom of pancake eating.

Mothering Sunday (Mother's Day). Mother's Day is a traditionally observed on the fourth Sunday in Lent. This is usually in March. The day used to be known as Mothering Sunday and dates from the time when many girls forked away (отделяться) from home as domestic servants in big households. Mothering Sunday was established as a holiday for these girls and gave them an opportunity of going home to see their parents, especially their mothers. They used to take presents with them. Nowadays people visit their mothers if possible and give them flowers and small presents. If they cannot go they send a "Mother's Day card".

Easter. Easter is the time when certain old traditions are observed, whether it is celebrated as the start of spring or a religious festival. The people celebrate Christ's rising from the dead. It always comes on Sunday, and the Sunday is either in March or April. In England it is a time for the giving and receiving of presents which traditionally take the form of an Easter egg. Nowadays Easter eggs are usually made of chocolate. The Easter egg is by far the most popular emblem of Easter, but fluffy (пушистый) little chicks (цыпленок), baby rabbits and spring-time flowers, like daffodils, dangling catkins (сережки) and the arum lily (белая лилия) are also used to signify the Nature reawakening.

April Fool's Day. April Fool's Day or All Fool's Day, named from the custom of playing practical jokes or sending friends on fools' errands (поручение), on April, 1. Its timing seems related to vernal equinox
, when nature fools mankind with sudden changes from showers to sunshine. It is a season when all people, even the most dignified, are given an excuse to play the fool.

Late Summer Bank Holiday. On Bank Holiday townsfolk usually flock (стекаться) into the country and to the coast. If the weather is fine many families take a picnic-lunch or tea with them and enjoy their meal in the open air. Seaside towns near London, such as Southend, are invited by thousands of trippers who came in cars and trains, motor cycles and bicycles. Trippers wear comic paper hats with slogans such as "Kiss Me Quick", and they eat and drink the weirdest mixture of stuff you can imagine, sea food like cockles (моллюск), mussels, whelks (моллюск), shrimps (креветки) and fried fish and chips, candy floss (карамель), beer, tea, soft drinks, everything you can imagine. There is also much boating activity on the Thames, regattas
 at Henley and on other rivers.

Guy Fawkes Night (Bonfire Night). Bonfire Night is celebrated on November, 5. It is one of the most popular festivals in Great Britain. It commemorates the discovery of the so-called Gunpowder Plot and is widely celebrated throughout the country. There is an extremely well-organized celebration at Winchester, Hampshire. College students and many other organizations in the city prepare elaborate (тщательно сделанный) guys, for which prizes are awarded.

Remembrance Day
 (Poppy Day). Remembrance Day is observed throughout Britain in commemoration of the million or more British soldiers, sailors and airmen who lost their lives during the two World Wars. On that day special services are held in the churches and wreaths (венки) are laid at war memorials throughout the country and at London's Cenotaph
, where a great number of people gather to observe the two-minute silence and to perform the annual Remembrance Day ceremony. The silence begins at the first stroke of Big Ben booming 11 o'clock, and is broken only by the crash of distant artillery. When the two-minute silence is over, members of the Royal Family or their representatives and political leaders come forward to lay wreaths at the foot of the Cenotaph.

Christmas Celebration. Christmas Day is observed on the 25th of December. In Britain this day was a festival long before the conversion to Christianity. On Christmas Eve everything is rush and bustle (суета). Offices and public buildings close at one o'clock, but the shops stay open late. Most big cities, especially London, are decorated with coloured lights across the streets and enormous Christmas Tree. The main line stations, trains and buses are crowded with people travelling from all parts of the country to be at home for Christmas. The children decorate the tree with tinsel (блестки), various baubles (игрушки) and often coloured lights as well. Christmas cards with the words "A Merry Christmas to You", or "Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year", or "With the Compliments of the Season", — are arranged on shelves, tables, and sometimes attached to the ribbon and hung round the walls. Meanwhile the housewife is probably busy in the kitchen getting things ready for the next day's dinner. The Christmas bird, nowadays usually a turkey, is being prepared and stuffed, the pudding is inspected and the cake is got out of its tin and iced.

Boxing Day. Boxing Day is the day when one visits friends, goes for a drive or a long walk or just sits around recovering from too much food — everything to eat is cold. In the country there are usually Boxing Day Meets (hunts — fox — hunting). In the big cities and towns, tradition on that day demands a visit to the pantomime, where once again one is entertained by the story of Cinderella, Dick Willington, Puss in Boots or whoever it may be — the story being protracted (продолжительный) and elaborated into as many spectacular scenes as the producer thinks one can take at a sitting.
(from T.Khimunina, N.Kon on "Customs, Traditions and Festivals of Great Britain ")

American Holidays

Independence Day. Fourth of July is the American nation's birthday. It honours the day in 1776 when the Declaration of Independence, which cut the tie with England and established the United States of America, was adopted.

On that memorable day the Liberty Bell called the people of Philadelphia (the capital) to the State House to hear the Declaration of Independence read out. Communities, large and small, celebrated the day with speeches, parades and fireworks.

Each city and town now organizes its own ceremony — a parade, speeches by public officials, guided tours through historic monuments, outdoor stage shows, boat-races and evening fireworks displays. Families, clubs and civic organizations, all hold daylong picnics. There are baseball games, water-melon (арбуз) eating contests, folk dancing, and lots of lively music.

Labour Day. Labour Day was first celebrated in 1882. On September 5th of that year the first Labour Day parade was held in New York City. After a mass meeting in Union Square 200,000 cheering and singing workers marched up Broadway with banners (знамена) that read: "Eight hours for work; eight hours for rest, eight hours for recreation!" "Labour creates all wealth".

In 1894 the Congress of the United States made it a national holiday. Labour Day is observed on the first Monday in September.

Memorial Day. Memorial Day
 is observed on May 30th. It is also known as Decoration Day. Its origins go back to 1868 when the Commander-in-Chief (главнокомандующий) of the Grand Army of the Republic issued an order to decorate the graves of soldiers who fell in the Civil War. Now it is also the day for honouring the memory of members of the armed forces killed in war. Memorial Day is a legal holiday in most of the states and in territories and is also observed by the Armed Forces.

Thanksgiving Day. Thanksgiving day is celebrated only in the United States on the last Thursday in November. The day's most important event is the traditional midday meal. Favourite thanksgiving food is turkey, pumpkin pie and other home-cooked specialities.

Thanksgiving was first celebrated in 1621 by English settlers of the Plymouth colony. The Plymouth colony was founded in 1620 by English settlers who have come to be called Pilgrims. They left their native England and sailed to America on the "Mayflower". After a two-month voyage they landed at what is now Plymouth, Massachusetts. During their first winter over half of the settlers died of hunger or from epidemics. But when April came the survivors began their planting, struggling with the rocky soil as they had struggled with the bitter climate. When, finally, the fields produced a rich harvest they decided to celebrate it. But it did not become an official holiday until 1863 when President Lincoln made his "Thanksgiving Proclamation".

On Thanksgiving families always try to be together, especially for the wonderful meal.
� день рождественских подарков, второй день Рождества


� страстная пятница


� весенний день отдыха (выходной день - последний понедельник мая)


� хогманей, канун Нового года; встреча Нового года (торжественно отмечается в Шотландии; first-foot)


� первый новогодний гость (переступает порог после двенадцати часов; считается, что, если первым гостем будет брюнет, он принесёт счастье)


� последний день Масленицы (когда, по традиции, пекут блинчики)


� великий пост


� vernal equinox – весеннее равноденствие


� регата (парусные или гребные гонки)


� день памяти погибших в первую и вторую мировые войны (отмечается в воскресенье, ближайшее к 11 ноября, дню заключения перемирия в 1918)


� Сенотаф, Кенотаф (обелиск в Лондоне на улице Уайтхолл)


� день памяти павших в гражданской войне в США 1861-1865 г, в испано-американской и других войнах (30 мая)





