The Ukrainians and the Ukrainian Character

Modern archaeological evidence indicates that Ukrainians are the autochthons (корінний мешканець), original inhabitants of Ukraine, the land, that their forefathers (предки) lived on this territory from the third or fourth millennia B.C.

Ahatanhel Krymsky, a prominent Ukrainian scholar and academician, analyzed the twelfth century Kyivan (Nestorian) Primary Chronicle and came to the conclusion that this literary monument bore witness to the development of such a trait of the people as language.

Ukrainian mentality was formed, influenced by many factors: geographical location at the crossroads by the West and the East, specific climatic conditions and complex at times tragic historical destiny. Since time immemorial (давні) Ukrainians have been known as hard-working, thrifty, skilled farmers emotionally strongly affiliated to their native parts, good family men and devoted wives. They are typically kind-hearted, friendly, hospitable and well-wishing to both fellow countrymen and foreigners; they are cautious (обережні) yet inclined (схильні) to romanticism and sentimentality. They are determined (рішучі), resourceful (кмітливі), brave, staunch (непохитні), ready for self-sacrifice.

Among themselves, despite their inherent (невід’ємний) emotionalism, Ukrainians have always valued restraint (самовладання), consideration and a realistic view of life. For the most part they are not given to sudden affectations and quick and short-lived affiliations. Instead, their passions burn low but strong and steady. Characteristically, they fall into pensive moods (задумливість); they may be sad, then suddenly burst with unabated (неослаблений) optimism and infectious (заразливий) vitality. They have a very special sense of humour. They can be bitingly (проникливо) ironical. Theirs is a very rich imagination reflecting the surrounding realities in a colourful, multifaceted (багатогранний), at times paradoxical way. Evidence of this is their inexhaustible folk vocal heritage, captivating (чарівний) decorative art, exotic folk rites (обряди), and the generally aesthetic folkways.
THE GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION OF UK VINE

Ukraine is a rich farming and industrial country in south-eastern Europe. The territory of the country is about 604000 sq. km. Ukraine stretches for almost 900 km from north to south - from picturesque Woodlands to the Black Sea and for 1300 km from east to west - from the high Carpathian Mountains to Donets steppes. It has state borders with Russia, Belarus and Moldova. It also borders on Poland, Slovakia, Hungary and Rumania.

Ukraine is washed by the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. The Black Sea has an area of 423 000 sq. km. Its depth in some places reaches 2000 m. The important ports of Odessa, Kherson, Mykolaiv and Sebastopol lie on the Black Sea. The Sea of Azov is the world's most shallow sea. Its average depth is 5-7 m.

There are many big rivers in Ukraine, the largest being the Dnieper, Dnister, Danube, Southern Bug, Seversky Donetz. Rivers and other water resources (lakes, ponds) play an import role in water supply.

Within the borders in Ukraine we find the picturesque Carpathian Mountains which attract many tourists and people who want to improve their health. The Crimean Mountains rise to 1500 m above the sea level. The Crimea is one of the most beautiful areas of Ukraine. There are many health resorts, rest houses and camps in the Crimea.

The economic potential of Ukraine is great. It has rich deposits of metals, coal, oil, gas and other natural resources.

From the point of view of its climate, flora and fauna Ukraine is unique. It's the only country in Europe where the meadow vegetation merges with the forests in the north-west, the steppe vegetation in the south and east and the Mediterranean vegetation in the Black Sea shore.
UKRAINE

Ukraine, the largest state in Europe, appeared on the map of the world in 1991. It was recognized by the international community and more than 100 countries established diplomatic relations with it.

FROM THE HISTORY OF UKRAINE

Ukraine has an ancient history. The ancestors of Ukrainians chose this land to live during the Trypilska period several thousand years ago.

In ancient times Ukrainian lands were inhabited by Antes and Rosses, the ancestors of Eastern Slavs.

In the 9th century one of the most powerful states of medieval Europe was founded. This was Kyivska Rus, which included Kyiv, Novgorod, Chernihiv, Galich, Polotsk, Rostov, Suzdal. The famous Dniepro route "from the Varangians to the Greeks" ran through Kyiv and the Zalizny route to the Asov Sea. This was a period of power and glory. In 988 Prince Volodymyr introduced Christianity as the official state religion. The christening of Kyivska Rus took place in Kyiv on the Dniepro river. Two monks settled in the caves under Kyiv hills in the 11th century. Soon a cave monastery appeared there. Now it is known as Kyievo-Pecherska Lavra. At the time of Kyivska Rus Kyiv was one of the richest and most developed cities of Europe. The high level of skills of Kyiv craftsmen can be proved by the number of buried treasures found on the territory of the ancient city and by its monuments of architecture and monumental art: St. Sophia Cathedral, the Golden Gate of Kyiv, Kyivo-Pecherska Lavra (Kyiv Cave Monastery).

In 1240 the Tatar-Mongols captured Kyiv. Thousands of people were killed and most of the city was razed (разрушать до основания). Tatar-Mongols ruled for almost three centuries. The Kyivska Rus state disintegrated and some of its lands came under the rule of Moscovia and Poland.

The road to independence of Ukraine began with Cossack military campaigns. This was the time of Cossack Republic - Zaporizka Sich founded in the 15th century. In 1648-1654 Cossack armies headed by Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytsky waged wars with Polish and Lithuanian armies to liberate Ukraine. Bohdan Khmelnytsky sought the protection of the Russian Tsar. The Treaty on the reunion с Ukraine and Russia was signed near Pereyaslav.

For a long time after this Ukraine had been through a period of domination by the Russian Empire. Anyway Ukraine developed and tried to preserve its cultural treasures. Kyivo-Mohyliyanska Academy was founded by the Metropolitan Petro Mohyla in the 17th century. It became the first East European University. At that time Ukrainian people were well educated, most of the population was literate. Books were printed, philosophy was studied, music, literature and painting flourished. The first Constitution in Ukraine appeared at the time of Cossacks in 1711.

On January 22, 1918 after the Russian Empire had fallen, the Ukrainian Central Rada (Council), led by historian Mykhaylo Hrushevsky, formally proclaimed Ukraine's independence. The Ukrainian People's Republic appeared. Mykhaylo Hrushevsky became the first President of Ukraine. The Ukrainian Republic didn't exist for a long time.

Shortly thereafter Russia's Bolshevik armies (The Red Army), led by Leon Trotsky, attacked Ukraine.

In 1919 the Ukrainian National Republic, led by Petliura, formally united with the West Ukrainian National Republic based in Lviv. Soon the West Ukrainian National Republic lost the war against Poland and the Kyiv-based Ukrainian armies were forced out of Ukraine by Soviet troops. Later Ukraine became one of the Socialist Republics of the Soviet Union.

Under Stalin Ukraine suffered great losses in political, social, economic and cultural life. Totalitarian terror, massive executions and the exiles of millions of Ukrainians to labour camps of Siberia, "Gulag"- these were the terrible signs of the epoch.

In 1932-33 seven to ten million Ukrainian peasants in central and eastern Ukraine perished from hunger during the Great Famine while the Soviet Union was exporting Ukrainian grain to America and other Western countries.

During Khrushchev's and then Brezhnev's leadership of the USSR the worst features of the Stalinist policy began to dissipate (разоблачать), but at the same time the Kremlin intensified its policy of "Russification". The language of the government, education, publishing, mass media and so on was Russian but not Ukrainian.

The Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant catastrophe in April 1986 made the whole world shudder (содрогнуться). This disaster caused numerous deaths, long term health problems for thousands of people. It contaminated (отравить) large territories where nobody will be able to live for years.

Gorbachev, glasnost, perestroika - these words are known all over the world. A lot changed during this period.

On August 24, 1991 several days after the failed military coup in Moscow the Declaration of Independence of Ukraine was proclaimed by the Verkhovna Rada (Parliament) of Ukraine. On December 1, 1991 in a nationwide referendum Ukrainian people chose their President - Leonid Kravchuk. He was the first democratically elected President of Ukraine.

